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JEREMIAH, Ch. xliii. v. 12. 


„And he ſhall array himſelf with the Land of 
Egypt, as a Shepherd putteth on his Garment.” 


6 is the univerſal king, and in thoſe 
" ſublime and wonderful writings, the 
prophecies of the Old Teſtament, his ſove- 
reignty is repreſented with awful and affect- 
ing magnificence. In thoſe high and eternal 
oracles, which ſet the things that are not, in 
order, as though they were, we ſee the great 
monarchies of the world riſing in ſucceſſion 
by his councils, ſtanding by his favour, and 
lalling under his frown. Unborn princes are 
„ called 


„ 
called by name, to accompliſh the deſigns of 
his unſearchable wiſdom; to be the inftru- 
ments of his ſuperior providence; the diſ- 
penſers of his everlaſting mercy; or the 
executioners of his dreadful diſpleaſure. One 


kingdom is created to chaſtiſe the wickedneſs 


of another: to poſleſs the treaſures, and to 
ſhine in the ſplendor of a former; till, as the 
waves that are daſhed againſt the ſhore, like 
all the waves that they have followed, the 
ſeveral empires of the earth are in their turn 
periſhed and gone; loſt in the lapſe of time, 
or buried in deſolating judgments: all have 
their preſcribed birth; their allotted glory; 
their limited duration; their threatened de- 
cline and period: kings and kingdoms in 
their bounded exiſtence, and tranſitory great- 
nels, doing honour and homage to the im- 
mutability of God; and ſerving the extenſive 
deſigns of his ſuperior kingdom, which 1s 
prepared in the heavens, and ruleth over all. 

Ev, the ſubject of thoſe ſolemn me- 
naces which are delivered in this prophecy, 
was then dividing, and ſeeking to appropriate 
the empire of the eaſt. On Egypt, ſcience 
ſhed her earlieſt rays. Philoſophers from all 
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ing. She had meted out the earth, and mea- 
ſured the heavens, and called the ſtars by 
their names. The leader of God's choſen 
tribes, is extolled, for being learned in all the 
wiſdom of the Egyptians. In Egypt was 
the luxuriance of nature, and thole amazing 
efforts of human art, which have to this diſ- 
tant day withſtood the power of time, and 
the fury of man; and whole deſcriptions at- 
fect us with reverence and wonder. 

But the greatneſs of Egypt ariſes from 
an higher conſideration. In eſtimating her 
magnificence, I would not be guided by the 
hiſtoric accounts of her invention and taſte, 


| her arts and atchievements : I would not in- 


ter her glory, from any wonderful remains of 


the ſkill and labour of man; I would not 


trace it in the veſtiges of an exquiſite coluinn, 
or glorious temple; nor in any ſurviving 
tremendous pyramid : but I would look to 
the denunciations of an incenſed God, and 
the names by which he calls her, when he ap- 
pears 1n battle array againſt her; and makes 
dreadful preparation for her overthrow, as if 
ſhe were no diſdained match for Omnipotence 


uelf. Egypt, like Babylon, by whom ſhe 


was to be ſwallowed up, was one of thoſe 
A 93 kingdoms 
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kingdoms, to whom the Bible attributes a ſort . 


of majeſty, in their crimes, and their ruins : 


and the deſcriptions of whoſe iniquities, and 


falls, occaſion at once, admiration and hor- 
ror ! = RTM 
TE WHALE OF THE SEA, troubling the 
ocean with its feet; and by its movements, 
fouling the waters for every other inhabitant! 
THE YOUNG LION OF THE MOUNTAINS, 
roaring, and roaming through the earth, and 
preying upon every creature in its way! 
THE OVERFLOWING RIVER, tranſcend- 


ing its banks, rolling with all the pride of 
| ſucceſsful miſchief, deluging the ſurrounding 
countries, and threatening deſolation to every 


remoter land to which its torrent could pour 


itlelf! Theſe are the images by which God 


deſcribes Egypt: images of grandeur, but of 
a grandeur, terrific and fatal! the grandeur 
of cruelty and violence, and of dominion ac- 
quired by their exerciſes and outrages, in- 
volving perdition, and cauſing ſuch denun- 
ciations of it, as are made in all the wrath of 
oſfended juſtice and power. God compares 


the deſtruction of Egypt, and the aſtoniſh- 
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ment and diſmay with which it would affect 


the world, to an extinction of the lights of 


heaven; 


1 


heaven; and the horrors of univerſal dark- 


nels. © When I ſhall put thee out, I will 


cover the heaven, and make the ſtars thereof 
dark; I will cover the ſun with a cloud, and 


the moon ſhall not give her light; I will vex 


the hearts of many people, and make many 
people amazed at thee ; and they ſhall trem- 
ble every man for his own life, in the day of 


thy fall!“ Where ſhall we find more awaken- 


ing repreſentations of the terrors of almighty 
vengeance ? 

The text intimates the perſect eaſe, and 
the amazing celerity, with which the exten- 
ive change, and immenſe deſtruction ſhould 


be accompliſhed. © The king of Babylon 


ſhall array himſelf with Egypt, as a ſhepherd 
putteth on his garment.” This mighty king- 
dom, when the deſtined period comes, ſhall 
go from one poſſeſſor to another; and the 
new owner ſhall ſpread its glories over him, 
with as much facility, and as little hindrance, 
as a poor man puts on his humble cloathing. 


This is a repreſentation ſuitable to the ma- 


jeſty of that God, before whom, all nations 
of men, and all kings of nations, are leſs than 
nothing: and which ſhews how vain and in- 
gnificany, | in his fight, all thoſe things are, 

which 
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which we reckon great, brilliant, and per- 


manent : a mighty empire, and a ſhepherd's 
cloak, being like things before him : equally 
diſproportioned to his infinite, everlaſting 
majeſty: made to be dropped by one, and 


aſſumed by another, at his pleaſure and pro- 
vidence! 


The fourth day of November, a day dear 
to all good proteſtants, and good Engliſh- 


men, is memorable for an event, which ex- 


emplifies the figure here made uſe of, in the 
ſtricteſt and ampleſt manner. A prince ac- 


ceding to royalty with every advantage, is 
diveſted of it again, after a very ſhort poſ- 


ſeſſion: and his daughter, with the illuſtrious 
perſonage to whom ſhe had allied herſelf, 


enters the palace, and aſcends the throne of 


her father: and after another princeſs of the 
ſame line intervening, the crown of England 
is, through the good providence of God, and 
with the beſt concurring councils of men, 
ſettled on a family, from which we truſt it 
will never have cauſe to be wreſted. Who 
knoweth not in all theſe things that the hand 
of the Lord hath done this?“ 

The Greek morali{t* ſpeaks of the things 
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that are OF US; that are in our own power, 
and in a manner compoſe our very ſelves : 


and the things that are WITHOUT us; that 
are no part of our frame, and by no means 


at our command. Of the former diviſion are, 
intelligence, opinion, choice, virtue. Theſe 
he makes a part of ourſelves, and that which 
cannot be taken away from us. Of the lat- 
ter diviſion are, wealth, fame, all the coveted 
advantages of this world, dominion over 
others, and our own bodies. All theſe things 
are without us: we may be disjoined from 
any of them; and the time will come, when 
we ſhall be disjoined from them all. We ſhall 
one day put off our very fleſh; and may be- 
fore that, be made to put off all that it is ad- 
vantaged or adorned by. The pre- eminences 
and the delights of this preſent life are tranſi- 
tory ; inſtead of being us, or any part of us, 


we may be ſevered from them; and be left 


to the nakedneſs, and poverty, and infelicity, 
ok an uninſtructed and a depraved ſpirit. 
Even the throne is not to all generations. 
The throne departs from ſome, as all muſt 
depart from the throne, © The Lord ſhall 
lmie him; or, his time ſhall come to die; 
or, he ſhall deſcend into the battle and pe- 

riſh.“ 
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riſh.“ In one or other of theſe ways, muſt | tai 

every ſovereign, as well as Saul, terminate MW co 

his life, and leave his glory: falling gallantly MW ma 

in war; or yielding to the power of time, for 

and diſeaſe; or, chaſed from empire, by the f the 

uplifted hand of God and man. WM rc 

The anniverſary of the check, or rather by 

downfall of tyranny in this happy country, ort 

in the laſt mentioned way, has conſtantly mo! 

been met with a joy, both of a civil and a re- atte 

ligious nature; and with ſuitable repreſenta- ſuce 

tions of the unreaſonableneſs, odiouſneſs, and WM gric 

vanity, of tyranny. Tyranny, which has un- | 1 

dermined thrones, cauſed kingdoms to depart, MW is n. 

and made him, whoſe all the kingdoms of the exp 

earth are, to give them to whomſoever he ok 

will. Tyranny, which has ſtripped off the I bene. 
robe of royalty, and left the wearer bare and then 
contemptible. I ſhall take up the ſubject in I king 
each of the views before-mentioned. to th 
I. Tyranny is unreaſonable. the f 
There are original, and eſſential rights of want 
humanity, which are more ſacred and im- Vernr 
| portant, than thoſe of crown and dignity. vide 1 
| The latter belong to a few; they are confer- 0 
7 red by men; by their wiſdom or their will, AUGE 


their judgment or their caprice; they are ob- 
tained 


— —— . OE ne 
| 


— — — 


. 11 ] 
tained by chance and accident, and often 
come to their poſſeſſors in ſuch a train of hu- 
man affairs, as was leaſt expected: but the 
former belong to all God's human offspring: 
they are conferred on man by his kind pa- 
rent, and ſupreme governor; and are guarded 


er by his friendly and jealous eye: to overturn 
y, or to diſturb theſe rights of humanity, is the 
ly moſt heinous and extenſive treaſon; and all 
e- attempts to do it, whether ſucceſsful or un- 
a- WM lucceſsful, have been attended with the moſt 
1d | grievous calamities. 

n- THE MAJESTY OF THE PEOPLE, 
t, b neither an unfounded notion, nor a novel 
he expreſſion. The diſpoſition and reſolution 
he of mankind, to repel and revenge the vio- 
he lences and inſolences of power, cloathed 
ad | themſelves in this language as early as the 
in kingly ſtate of antient Rome“, and operated 


to the juſt extinction of the Tarquin race, 
the future reſtriction of ſuch exceſſes and 


of vantoneſſes as theirs, and a change of go- 
m- MF vernment, which enabled the people to pro- 
ty. | vide themſelves with the ſecurity, reſpect, and 
er- | 


* Valerius Publicola, ex ſummo ſtudio annixus eſt AD 
ill, NEN DAM LIBERI POPULI MAJESTATEM. 


FL o Rus, I. 9. 
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juſtice, which had been fo ſadly with-held and 
violated. VALERIUS PUBLICOLA USED Hig 
MOST STRENUOUS ENDEAVOURS TO AD- 

VANCE THE MAJESTY OF A FREE PEOPLE, 


And if we take our idea of He people as itis | ma 
conveyed to us by one of the moſt celebrated an 
of the Greek hiſtorians, we ſhall be convinced | ly. 
that a real majeſty belongs to the people, | Im 
and that the phraſe is unexceptionable. - gilt 
ALL THAT CONSTITUTES OPPOSITION ; por 
; TO THE DESPOTIC POWER OF ONE, 18S but 
EXPRESSED BY THIS WORD—THE Pro- tei 
PLE®. | | 
According to this definition, The People, 
is reaſon and ſenſe, againſt madneſs and folly: 


ſecurity in oppoſition to danger: calm and 
tranquil enjoyment, inſtead of outrage and 
fury: the reciprocal communication, and 
the free and open communion of benefits 
| and bleſſings, in oppoſition to the meaneſt | 
[ and guiltieſt ſelfiſhneſs : happineſs, for mi- 
1 ſery: the end, in preference to the means: 
| | the protection and bleſſedneſs of many, ra- 


4 . : 
l * I de To e ,ieον Tw Guvaleuorls, Ono; o’, ci. 


From the animated oration of Alcibiades, 


f preſerved by Thucydides, VI. 89. 
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ther than the aggrandizement of one, upon 
their wretched, or unſafe condition. 


When, in thoſe late diſſenſions and divi- 
hons, the cauſe of which has now ceaſed, the 
majeſty of the people,” did with many become 
an adopted mode of ſpeaking, it was certain- 
ly to be underſtood in this wiſe and virtuous 
limitation. Did any wiſh to depoſe the ma- 
giſtrate, to aboliſh the laws, and erect the 
populace into ſovereignty? By no means : 
but to ſhew a prevalent attention to the ex- 
itence and proſperity of the flock, above the 
glory, or the emolument, of the ſhepherd; 
and the liberty and comfort of millions, above 
the partialities, ſelfiſnneſſes, and depredations 
of a few. So far the expreſſion will always 
retain a ſalutary and excellent meaning: and 
may the ſentiment never be loſt from our 
memories or our hearts. | 
God is the common father and protector 
of all men. The wicked and him that loveth 
violence his ſoul hateth. He marked, and 
he avenged, the indignities and injuries which 
were done to the Iſraelites, both when they 
were a parcel of poor beaten ſlaves in the 
land of Egypt; and afterwards when they 
vere captives in Babylon: and if he reſented 


and 
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[ and puniſhed the exerciſe of tyranny over ö the | 
| this people, and that when they were under f mol! 
| his own diſpleaſure and judgments, ſhall. he 1 char 
1 not cenſure and puniſh it every where elſe? be r. 
5 a . Tyrants, and the advocates for tyranny, ; by al 


finding no one principle in human nature, MW com: 
; nor any foundation on earth, to eſtabliſh their WM A 
| claims and their pretenſions upon, have af. WM trav? 
fected to derive them from heaven: and the f peop 
a Bible, as it has been preſſed into many a fo- I their 
13 reign ſervice, has been perverted to juſti- at th. 
HE fy the principles and the practices of op- powe 
[- preſſors. But religion is the law of liberty; bim e 
| and the Bible is as friendly to the temporal tend 


intereſts of men, as to their eternal; as care- MF to m- 
ful of their civil rights, as of their ſpi- IF their, 
© ritual and everlaſting concerns. The tri- J 6gula 
n umphant ode upon the fall of Babylon, Jupite 
wrought up with the livelieſt and moſt W that e 
© aſtoniſhing imagery, with the moſt poignant ol pri 
g ſatire, and the ſevereſt ſtrokes of irony, as not b. 
well as with the ſublimeſt ſtrains of poetry, f II. 
exhibits in the ſtrongeſt and moſt intereſting Thi 
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| manner, the faithful care which the eternal MF been | 


| and Almighty Creator takes of the peace and which 
liberty of the world; and his awful and righ- f in ju ſt 
teous determination to avenge the breach of FF 
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the ſafety and happineſs of mankind, with the 
moſt ignal and deſolating judgments: a moſt 
charming portion of ſcripture ! which ſhould 


he read to all the tyrants of the earth; and 


by all the princes of the earth, leaſt "RY be- 
come tyrants“! 

Alexander was told, in anſwer to his ex- 
tavagant and impious pretenſions, that the 
people were to be pitied who had a god for 
their king: and all men may juſtly tremble 
at the thought of a fellow mortal deriving 
power from God, and being reſponſible to 
him alone for the exerciſe of it. None pre- 
tend this origin of power, but they that want 
to make the worlt uſe of it; and to carry 
their exceſſes above all human reſtraint. Ca- 
igula uſurped the title of god, and ſaluted 
Jupiter as his brother. How fatal to thoſe 
that embraced the doctrine, the divine right 


ok princes, has proved in this country, need 


not be inſiſted on. 

II. Tyranny is odious. 

This is a matter in which men have ever 
been forward to teſtify their hatred: a fin, 
wich in its natural conſequences, as well as 
in juſt indignation, has been viſited for the 


* Iſaiah, Chap. xiv. 
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fathers upon the children. The Romans | 
diſplaced one perſon from the conſulate, at | 
the firſt creation of that office, only for being 
of the name and extraction of the baniſhed |} 
king: and to this day, © as a wandering bird | 
caſt out of her neſt, ſo is the reſidue of them | 
that remain, of hie evil family, in all the | 
places whither they have been driven.” This 
hatred of tyranny is juſt and reaſonable: 
the commendable riſing of an undepraved 
and unſubdued mind. Who can ſee the will 
of one, bind the ſouls, and work the miſery 
of thouſands, and not find his indignation 
ſtirred within him? Tyrants may rather be 
ſaid to rage than to reign; and what man 
that is faithful to his own ſtock and race, 
can endure either their violences, or the re- | 

port of them? Who that 1s faithful to him- 
{elf, will not lament every combination a- 
gainſt the dignity and peace of the creation? 
Here, ſelf-reſpect, and that nobleſt ambition, | 
an ambition and zeal to eſtabliſh the honour } 
of mankind, provoke, and ſupport one ano- | 
ther. Who is weak, and I am not weak; 
who is offended, and I burn not? I bluſh} 
and vex at calamities which I do not mylelt| 


feel; in the depreſſion of any of Gods 
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human offspring, every individual is depreſſed 


and diſhonoured: and if any thing could 


tempt us to queſtion the ſovereignty of God, 
is would be the abuſe of power in men! 
Upon this ground we reconcile ourſelves 


to the deſtruction of thoſe antient ſtates, 


which were equally glorious and formidable; 
the admiration of the world, but the ſcourge 
and terror of it. Let that glory periſh that 
is raiſed upon the violated rights of man. 
kind! The ſovereigns of the earth think 
themſelves magnified, by the ſpoils of ſuc- 
ceſsful ambition ; but their ſplendor is as of- 
fenſive, as it is dazzling : upright men turn 
their faces from it, and diſdain living under 
any advantageous influence which it can im- 
part. Let another's ſorrows never be found 
in my cup of delights ! I will poſſeſs nothing 
that ſhall ſwell the ſigh, or draw the tear of 


one child of miſery, though at the remoteſt 


diſtance, or in the obſcureſt corner! I will 


never gather the ſpoils, nor dwell in the he- 


ritage of the oppreſſor! And ſhall mortal 


man be more juſt than God? a man more 
Pure than his Maker ? The golden city, that 


riſes by wrong, or by blood, riſes under his 
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frown, and is overturned by his judgments : 


the things that are great in the ſight of men, 


are for an abomination unto him. I abhor 
the excellency of Jacob, and hate his palaces: 
therefore will I deliver up the city, and all 
that is therein : they ſhall go captive, with 
the firſt that go captive; and the banquet 
of them that ſtretch themſelves upon their 
couches, and lie upon their beds of ory, 


| ſhall be removed! To the God of juſtice 


and mercy, Nineveh was better, when a place 


for flocks to lie down in, than when reſound- 


ing with the noiſe of the rattling wheels, of 
the prancing horſes, and the jumping cha- 
riots: for then it was a bloody city; full of 
lies and robbery; and the prey departed not 
from it: and Babylon, better when her houſes 


were {ull of doleful creatures, and dragons | 


cried in her deſolate places, than, when ſhin- 


ing in the luſtre, and at the ſame time pol- 


luted by the ſenſualities, exceſſes, and ravages 


of her luxurious, oppreſſive, and unrelenting 
monarchs! The hammer of the earth ſmiting 


with a continual ſtroke: the feller of the fir 
trees and the cedars, that made the world a 
wilderneſs; that deſtroyed cities; that opened 

not 


„ 

not the houſe of his priſoners !' With what 
generous ſorrow, with what deſerved indig- 
nation, do we read theſe characteriſtic de- 
ſcriptions! We are thankful, that though 


Babylon is paſſed away, theſe deſcriptions are 


not paſſed away; but everlaſtingly remain, 
to call forth the virtuous reſentments, and 
the merited execrations of all ſucceeding 
ages ! 

III. Tyranny is vain : as every thing will 
be that is contrary to the will of God, and 
the natural rights and juſt claims of men. 

* Knoweſt thou not this of old, ever ſince 
man was placed upon earth, that the triumph- 
ing of the wicked is ſhort ? Though his ex- 


cellency mount up to the heavens, and his 


head reach unto the clouds, yet he ſhall 
periſh for ever: they which have ſeen him 
ſhall ſay, Where 1s he? He ſhall fly away as 
a dream, and not be found ; yea, he ſhall be 
chaſed as a viſion of the night. His children 
ſhall ſeek to pleaſe the poor, and his hands 
ſhall reſtore their goods.” Both the ſupre- 
macy and the righteouſneſs of God, are con- 


cerned in the humiliation of proud men; and 


as if his determination on this point was uni- 
B 2 verlally 
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verſally admitted, we are only reminded of 
his power: them that walk in pride, he is 
able to abaſe; and men are his ready and his 
ſucceſsful inſtruments. A Roman hiſtorian 
ſpeaks, and ſpeaks with reverence, of * the 
common covenant of mankind ;' the mutual 
claims of protection and happineſs which all 
men have upon each other ; and which civil | 
government 1s inſtituted, not to deſtroy, but | 
to fulfil. This covenant every tyrant breaks“: 
but the faithful party will purſue the unfaith- 
ful ; nor reſt till his power is broken; and 
his name and deeds recorded in the blackeſt 
lines of hiſtory. Man that is in honour, and 
underſtandeth not, is, ſooner or later, made 
like unto the beaſts that periſh ; and his way, 
which is his folly, does alſo prove his deſtruc. 
tion: for the liberties of the world, what- 
ſoever weights be laid upon them, will riſe, 
againſt the will of deſpotiſm, the meaſures of 
ſyſtem, and the arm of the wicked. They 
that would be more than men, ſhall be leſs 
than the princes ; and the crown, prophaned 
by extravagant pretenſions, ſhall be caſt down 


+ Rupto fœdere generis humani. FLoRus. III. 6. 
| to 


| 1 | 

to the ground. Ancient hiſtory abounds 
with what it calls, miracles and prodigies of 
reſolution and valour *; men, who have 
ſtood up in the laſt and moſt deſperate ex- 
tremities, to reſiſt and chaſtiſe the proud and 
the violent man; to diſmay his ſoul, and 


make the weapon fall from his hand: and 


modern ſtates, and recent times, and the hiſ- 
tory of our own country, are replete with 
awful memorials, of there being no power on 
earth ſo firm or ſo ſacred, as not to be made 
to fall before the juſt rights and common in- 


tereſts of mankind. This doctrine, which 


has ever been preached to the world at large, 
in every viſible triumph of truth, and honour, 
and juſtice, has been preached to us in an 
eſpecial manner: firſt, in what has been 
called, the martyrdom of a miſguided King; 
and afterwards, in the exile of a regal race: 
whoſe fugitive members have been the an- 
nouncers of the ſame doctrine to the other 
nations of Europe; ſerving in policy, a ſimi- 


* Tunc illa Romana prodigia atque miracula, Hora_ 
tus, Mutius, Clœlia; que nifi in annalibus forent, hodie 
fabulæ viderentur ! FLos. I. 10. 
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lar end to that which another rejected and 
wandering race ſerves in religion: the eſta- 


bliſhing a ſyſtem, which themſelves and their 


fathers have forſaken; and evincing the rea- 


ſonableneſs and permanency of it, in their 
own diſperſions and miſeries: all men but 


themſelves, inſtructed by thoſe judgments of 


heaven, that purſue them every where, and 


lie upon them with ſo grievous a load. 
Liberty is that pearl of price, which viſe 
men will ſell all that they have to purchaſe; 
it is the ſovereign intereſt that has ever been 
ſought, through and above, every other in- 
tereſt, Every name, relation, and object, 
that 1s dear to the ſoul of man; poſſeſſions, 


eaſe, friendſhip, life, have been ſacrificed to 


its preſervation and recovery. Here men 


have ever ſhewn a gallant patience ; a noble 


tortitude ; a royal magnanimity ; a divine 
enthuſiaſm ; the extremity and deſperateneſs 


of reſolution. Gobrias could urge the ſword 


to be driven to the heart of the inſolent and 


cruel ulurper, though its way thither could 


be made only through his own body, which 
had been eagerly claſped for ſhelter and 
ſafety 


ant 


08-3 

ſatety *: and the ſword has found the nobleſt 
boſoms open to its point; when the fall or 
the riſing again of many in Iſrael, were to 
be reſpectively prevented or accompliſhed. 


God himſelf ſpeaks of the deſtruction of a 


tyrant, with an air of complacence and gra- 


tulation : © I have broken the arm of Pha- 
raoh 
| Vhat are all the amazing revolutions that 
have taken place in the governments of this 
world, but the ſpirited and ſucceſsful exer- 
tions of men, who, when they ſaw their 


miſeries beyond remedy, declared them to be 
paſt endurance! What, but the vigorous and 


applauded efforts of ſuch individuals and 


ſtates, to regain the liberty, in which God 


and nature had made them free ! Their 
animation and zeal made them more than 
conquerors ; and the dithculties of the way 


were unheeded in the gloriouſneſs of their 


end |! 


Quorum alterum Gobrias medium amplexus, cunct- 
anubus ſociis, ne ipſum pro Mago transfoderent, quia res 
in obſcuro loco gerebatur, VEL PER SUUM CORPUS 


ADIGI MAGO FERRUM JUSSIT. 


JusTIN. I. 9. 
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Every battle of the warrior is with con- 
fuſed noiſe, and extenſive miſchief : the juſ- 


tice of conteſt does not prevent its calamities, 


and the righteous periſh with the wicked. 
The liberty of this country has aſſerted itſelf, 
by ſtruggles both honourable and dreadful ; 


and which in their progreſs and iſſue, have 
been awfully affecting and admonitory to the 
world; but the monuments of victory are 


ample, illuſtrious, and everlaſting! Let us 
pride ourſelves upon theſe things; and take 
to ourſelves the allowed praiſe of thoſe juſt 
feelings, elevated ſentiments, and ſpirited ex- 
ertions, that have done honour and glory, 


and that promiſe immortality, to this favour- 


ed land: but let us not monopolize this vir- 


tuous ardor, this exalted independency of 


ſoul : for they are not confined to the blood 


and ſpinit of an Engliſhman, but are common 


to all God's human creation ; and in the end 


will ſubdue all things unto themſelves. 


An hundred years have now completed 
their courle, ſince this kingdom was delivered 
from a policy and a religion calculated to 
enſlave both ſoul and body; and that in the 
gentleſt manner, without bloodſhed, or pub- 

x he 


ä 

lie calamity; a moſt encouraging proof of 
che permanency of all ſuch bleſſings, as un- 
der the good providence of God, are gained 
by the virtuous endeavours of great and libe- 


ral men: and of the practicability of wreſt- 


ing from the iron hand of power, all that is 
dear and due to man, if man be but faithful 
to himſelf: a proof alſo of the paſſing nature 
of that family eſtabliſhment, which is not 
connected with the real intereſts, and the wiſe 
judgment of the world. How vain are all 
ideas of hereditary rule, if the beſt heritage 
of man is ſeparated from it! The mighty of 
the earth would not only have their glory to 
deſcend after them, but would make others 
think that 1t was prepared before them, and 
that kingdoms are 7herr inberitance; leaving to 
the reſt of the world no inheritance, but that 
derived to them from the Father of us all, 
lorrows, pains, and death ; and to this inhe- 
ritance they have not been wanting to make 


addition; but the good ſenſe, and the faith- 


tul attentions of mankind, now diſdain and 


reprobate every ſuch pretenſion. All men 


underſtand the common rights of human 


nature, and will guard their ſafety and per- 


| pPetuity. 
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petuity. The darkneſs is paſt, and the true 
light now ſhineth. The day has dawned, 
and the day-ſtar has ariſen in the hearts of | 
all men; and in that knowledge which per- 


vades the world, we have a greater ſecurity 


for the liberty and happineſs of the world, 
than ten thouſand charters, or acts of Par. 
liament could prove. Men can never again 
be brought into the humiliated condition 


Let us be thankful 


they have been ſeen in. 


for the advantages which the improved ſtate | 


of the world brings with it, and improve 
them to our own, and others happineſs. 


Le are a choſen generation; an holy na- 
tion ; a peculiar people; that ye ſhould ſhew | 
forth the praiſes of him, who hath called you | 


out of darkneſs into his marvellous light.” 


Happy in liberty, ſettled with preciſion, | 


and fenced with. law, let us value our own 


felicity; urge all the world to ſhare it; and | 


do all we can to encreaſe it. There is ſome- 
thing to be done by the men of every gene- 
ration, for the liberty and welfare of man- 
kind; and the upright diſcharge of their duty 


in their reſpective times and ſtations, will, 
with God's bleſling, anſwer the ends of thoſe 
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ſgnal interpoſitions, which he has heretofore 
manifeſted ; and can, whenſoever they be- 
come neceſſary, repeat. Let us be ambi- 
tous, not only of keeping the liberty we 
have, but of encreaſing it: and of tranſmit- 
ting it to others, not only unimpaired, but 
enlarged: enriched with {lll farther treaſures, 
and ſhining in ſtill higher ornaments and 
charms. Let us follow the faith and pa- 
tence of thoſe great and generous ſpirits, to 
whom we owe our prelent happy ſtate, and 
then we are ſure of advancing it to ſtill 
brighter glory. | 

When the Lord turned again our cap- 
lrity, we were like them that dream !' the 
event we now commemorate, was one of 
thoſe pleaſing ſurpriſes, which God brings 
upon men ; when he does for them, things 
wich they looked not for: his comprehen- 
ive views, the cauſe ; and the ſhallow and 
lelnſh policy of the wicked: the inſtrument 
of them. 

But, ſudden and ſemiling; as was the 
change, the deliverance was great: and 
vrought, as I ſaid, without calamity. For, 
what are the. ruins of a royal houle, to hu- 
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manity in ruins; a ſickened, depreſſed, or : 
bleeding nation! Give wings to Moab, that 
he may flee* ! Favour the flight of every ty- : 
rant, if he does but leave liberty behind him: 
let him flee, and at once relieve a groaning l 
world; and himſelf become the victim of his 
own folly, and the object of ſcorn and cenſure | 
to all that behold him. There goes Nero! | 
This, ſaid in the hearing of that abdicating f 
monſter, in his precipitate flight from Rome, 
execrated by his people, and abandoned by a 
his guards, though ſaid by a peaſant, pierced 
his ſoul, and made horror and trembling to 
take hold of him. He found the People, up- 
on whoſe necks he had affected to trample, to 
have both power and terror with them. | 
Princes, ſays the excellent Fenelon, * ima- | 
gine that they have nothing to fear, becauſe | 
of their exaltation above the reſt of man- 
kind; when it is their very exaltation that ö 


ought to make them fear every thing.“ 


Let the STUART race be taken for an ex- 
ample of the dreadful and admonitory con- 
ſequences of abuſed ſovereignty ! Toſſed like | 
a ball into a far country ; caſt out, like an | 
abominable branch: the deriſion of thoſe to | 
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hom they have betaken themſelves for coun- 


that W nance and protection: made the heroes of 
y ty- an and deſperate adventures: | inſtruments 
um: n others hands, of their ſeveral ſchemes of 
ning ambition or miſchief: clad in a mock majeſ- 
fhis N; pretending that right to empire from 
\\ure MY heaven, which the earth would not allow them 
-ro'! WW © eſtabliſh-: when no longer Kings, be- 
ating coming Prieſts, but under a religion beſt 

ſupported by ſuch deſpotic principles, and 


ſtrange aſſumptions as theirs ; bearing the 
name of Kings without the reality ; nor re- 
linquiſhing thoſe claims at death, which the 
ſpirit and virtue of the nation would never 
luffer them to make good 1n this land of the 
living ; and carrying the enſigns of royalty 
to the chambers of death, when they could 


cauſe have them borne to no other congregation; 
man- as if, to tell the worms, how great they had 
that IV been, or would have made themſelves “. 


Thither 


* Charles Edward Lewis Caſimir Stuart, who died at 
Rome in the month of January laſt, had royal robes, the 
ſceptre, crown, and ſword, depoſited in his coffin with him 
having bequeathed to his brother, Cardinal York, his 
empty pretenſions to the Crown of England. In theſe 
particulars he has, with what is juſtly called, an impotent 
abſurdity, doomed to adhere to the Stuart race, imitated his 
predeceſſors, 
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Ihither carry, or there ſeek your glory! 
There be cloathed in royal apparel ! There 


receive for yourſelves a kingdom, no more | 
to return! But there your pre-eminence ſhall | 
be denied; for DEATH ſays, I am monarch 8 
here; and I neither reſign empire, nor divide 
it! The darkneſs and the night are mine; | 
and in theſe borders, no morning riſes for | 
you to have the dominion ! Here all bands 


are broken: the ſervant is free from his maſ- 


ter; and corruption, and the worm, are not | 
your ſubjects, but your father, your mother, | 


and your fiſter ! 
So let the enemies of mankind vaniſh; 
their greatneſs depart, and their pretenſions 


fail ! But let all that love God, and are faith- | 


ful to men, be as the lun when he _ forth 


in his ſtrength !. 


So ſhines, and lo ſhall ever ſhine, WIL- 


LIAM, the glorious deliverer of this coun- | 
iry. We bleſs his name and memory, and | 
future generations ſhall call him bleſſed 


predeceſſors, and been imitated by thoſe who ſurvive him; 


the Cardinal, notwithſtanding his Tacred character, aſſerting | 
his own right to theſe hzs hereditary realms, and by formal | 
deed tranſmitting ſuch right to his kindred, 
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allo *. The righteous are had in everlaſt- 


1 
125 . no remembrance, AND RECEIVE A PRAISE 
more MW 1H4T WILL NEVER DECAY; A SEPULCHRE 
{hall MW 1147 WILL ALWAYS BE MOST ILLUSTRI- 
arch us: NOT THAT IN WHICH THEIR BONES 
wide A DEPOSITED AND CONSUMED; BUT 
une; ar IN WHICH THEIR FAME IS PRE SER 
for MWifd; THE MEMORY, THE AFFECTION, 
ands nE GRATITU DE, OF THE WISE AND GOOD 
maſ- Wor ALL AGES AND PLACES; FOR THE 


WHOLE EARTH 1S THE SEPULCHRE OF 


INE INSCRIPTIONS ON THEIR COLUMNS, 
0R ANY MEMORIAL IN THEIR NATIVE 
soll, THAT CONVEYS TO US THEIR ME- 
HIT AND EXCELLENCE: BUT THAT WHICH 
S MORE, AND BETTER THAN ALL INSCRIP= 
TIONS, THE REMEMBRANCE AND HONOUR 
or THEM IN EVERY BREAST, IN EVERY 
\\TION, AND THROUGH EVERY AGE T. 


* Vivit, vivetque per omnium ſæœculorum memoriam: 
atn{que in mundo genus hominum, quam hujus nomen 
cadet, | VELL. PATERC. II. 66. 


on, on thoſe Athenians who fell in the Peloponneſian war. 
|  THUCYDIDES, II. 35, &c. 


Such 


CREAT AND ILLUSTRIOUS MEN; NOR ISIT 


7 The words of Pericles, in his moſt noble funeral ora- 
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Such a ſepulchre hath the deſervedly com. ; 
memorated Saviour of theſe nations, from ; 
which he ſtill ſpeaketh, to the adknirationf 0 
love, and emulation of all that come after ; 
him. Called by all eſtates of men, it came : 
into his heart to viſit his brethren : they un- 
derſtood that God would by his hand de- 
liver them; and, under that God, to whom ] 
ſalvation belongeth, he brought ſalvation un- 
to us; and now, Britons, behold your de- 
| liverer, and your deliverance ! A gloomy ty- 
rant is diveſted of royal ſtate; his mantle is} 
taken up, without any portion of his ſpirit : } 
genius, knowledge, judgment, firmneſs, in. 
trepidity, conſcious virtue, a confidence in 
the good, a noble ſuperiority to the bad, 
great deſigns, and open and generous me- 
thods of accompliſhing thole deſigns, ſucceed! 
to ignorance, cowardice, ſuſpicion, diſtruſt, 
milchief ; all the ex pedients of meannels and 
deceit, by which miſchief is to be concealed; 
and all the methods of injuſtice, violence, 
and cruelty, by which it is to be accompliſh-3 
ed. God has ſhewn his work unto his ſer- 
vants, and his glory unto their children, and! 


the beauty of the Lord our God is upon us! 
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We will indulge ourſelves with the con- 
templation of this our national beauty ; and 
blels the Almighty hand that has adorned 
us with it. All that Rome poſſeſſed at that 
ſplendid period, when one of her hiſtorians 
tells us, ſhe had nothing left for the gods to 
beſtow, or for men to aſk of them; nothing 
to be conceived, in thought, or wiſh, or that 
could actually add to her felicity and great- 
nels *; all the particulars that he enumerates, 
as contributing to ſo perfect and glorious a 
ſlate, are found with us: the ſilence of arms, 
the vigor of the laws, the authority of the 
magiſtrates, the majeſty of the ſenate, the 
cultivation of the earth, the care and honour 
of religion, the ſafety of our perſons, and 


* Nihil deinde optare a dus homines, nihil du homini- 
bus præſlare poſſunt, nihil voto concipi, nihil felicitate 
conſummari, quod non Auguſtus, poſt reditum in urbem, 
reipublice, populoque Romano, terrarumque orbi, repræ- 
ſentavit. Finita viceſſimo anno bella civilia, ſepulta exter- 
na, revocata pax, ſopitus ubique armorum furor; reſtituta 
is legibus, judiciis auctoritas, ſenatui majeſtas ; rediit cul- 
us agris, ſacris honos, ſecuritas hominibus, certa cuique 
trum luarum poſſeſſio; leges emendatæ utiliter, latæ ſa- 
hriter; ſenatus ſine aſperitate, nec fine ſeveritate, lectus. 


VELI. PAT ERC. II. 89. 
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the ſecure enjoyment of our properties and 
delights. We have religion to eſtabliſh 
liberty ; and liberty to give additional exce]- 
lence and value to religion. To liberty we 


owe it, that we behold religion, at once in 


her {ſtrength and energy; and in her heaven- 


ly mildnels and benignity: that we improve q 


in her ſublime theory, comprehend her wiſe 
and reaſonable laws, and overcome the 
world, in the elevation of her promiſes and 
hopes. The union of religion and liberty, 
is the ſum and ſubſtance of all that is de- 
ſirable, dignifying, and uleful to man: a 
tranſcendent bleſſing in itſelf; the ſource of 
all other bleſſings; and that communicates 
[weetnels and efficacy to them all. Without 
this bleſſed aſſemblage and union, what are 
all the precious things of the heaven or the 
earth; the fowls of the mountains, or the 
cattle upon a thouſand hills : what 1s the 


molt ſalubrious air, the moſt frunful ſoil, 


refreſhed by rivers and ſtreams, crowned 
with perpetual verdure, and in a manner 


enjoying a perpetual ſpring : what 1s an at- 5 
moſphere embalmed with the moſt exquiſite 
pertumes ; trees bending with the moſt de- 
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licious fruits ; and ſeas and lakes abounding 
with all the plenties and delicacies that can 
be ſought for in them: ſuch places, voyagers 
have diſcovered “; and withal tell us, that 
many of the diſeaſes that afflict humanity, are 
unknown to the happy inhabitants : but then, 
as if no condition in this world was to 
be compleat, they have tyrants, or monks, 
among them, about them, and over them ! 
Theſe compoſe the peſtiferous race that 
nullifies all the bounty of Providence ; de- 
teats all the deſigns of Omnipotence, and 
tears all comforts from the arms and hearts 
of men, in ſpite of the Creator himſelf, and 
of all his liberal proviſion for his loved and 
favoured offspring! 

But theſe men are not found in our bor- 
ders; and we neither experience, nor fore- 
bode the plagues and ſorrows that every 
where follow their ſteps. 

We feel not the hand of lawleſs and un- 
qualified ſway ! : 
| Superſtition, with her forms, and fears, and 
ſollies, at once the ſhew of piety, and its moſ} 


Voyages dans les mers de PInde, par M. 1s GEN. 
TH, 1781. 
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13 
deadly foe, lifts not up her head in our 
land! 
Perſecution brandiſhes not her word, nor 
kindles her fires amongſt us! _ 

But we have that liberty of law which 
confirms, 1 improves, and perfects the liberty 
of nature. Laws, originating in reaſon, 
equity, utility, and conſent, retain their vi- 
gour and reſpect; and their adminiſtration, 
in integrity and clemency, ceaſes to be con- 
temptible or diſguſtful. 
power which we dread any poſſible or ſudden 
exertions of, in methods, treacherous, cala- 
mitous, and ruinous. There is no * roll of 
lamentation, mourning, and voe, for our 
names to be written in; 
book of life, or death, by the decrees of 
which, we are to be preſerved or ſacrificed X. 

For a religion calculated to deceive in this 
world, and undo for the next, we have the 
wiſdom which is from above; pure, peace- 
able, gentle, full of the good fruits of mercy, 
without partiality, and without hypocrlly : 

* Caligula and Domitian were found to have kept bool: 
by them, in which they wrote the names of thoſe whom 


they deligned to put to death; ; and whom they brougſt 


forth, as thei wantonne 1 aud wickedneſs directed. 
enſnari ing 
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eninaring none, deſtroying none, under pre- 
tence of kindneſs: receiving all into its 
bolom, and calling all men to the inheri- 
tance of a bleſſing. 

Bigotry, the offspring of 1 ignorance, and 
the parent of cruelty, is with us an im— 
potent enemy: what, if it yet be ſeen to live 
in a few minds, originally narrow, or made 
narrow by education and habit, yet its 
ſtrength is departed : its power in the ſtate, 
the world, and over the conſciences of men 
broken; wherever it appears, mantfeſling its 
own abſurdity ; and moving no paſſions but 
thoſe of pity and diſdain. 

By our liberty, come commerce, wealth, 
arts, ſciences, .and every advantage that this 
world can afford us; and by our religion, 
every comfort and hope that can eſtabliſh 
and cheer our ſouls under its manifold im- 
perfections, changes, and miſeries. For the 
jejune, heartleſs, unintereſting words of 
Monks and Aſcetics, we have religion 
brought home to mens buſineſs and boſoms, 
in all its heavenly light, divine energy, and 
irong conſolations; as the good and per- 
ect, and acceptable will of God. Inſtead of 
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going for direction, or relief, to a ſet of men, 


ignorant of the world, and of the human 


heart, eſtranged from all the dear relation- 


ſhips of domeſtic liſe, and the tender and 


amiable affe ctions of the ſoul, exerciſed, pu- 


rified, and ſtrengthened by them, we are 
taught to meet the changes of the world, 
and to overcome the trials of it, by thoſe 
who in their own intercourſes with it, have 
obtained this victory: men of like paſſions 
with ourſelves, diſciplined and perfected by 
ſervices and ſufferings ; and thereby pre- 
pared to every good word and work. We 


have religion as what it indeed is, © the grace i 
of God that bringeth ſalvation :* applied in 5 
the directions, laws, promiſes, and proſpetts : 
of it, to all the various evils and fears of this 4 
| probationary ſtate. Happy Britons, if ye 1 
but underſtood your own happinels ! Ihe 9 
Sun of Righteouſneſs ariſes upon you with f 


healing under his wings!' 


And can it be believed, that in ſuch times, : 
and with ſuch bleſſings as theſe, any could : 
ever have bcen ſound to regret the change, : 
to {hght the author or inſtruments of it, and , 
wiſh to go back to Egypt again? Good ſenſe 1 

and 
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and ſelf-love muſt long ſince have purged 
out that old leaven. Let all ſuch men as 
talk of family right, off argue upon the legi- 
timacy, or 1llegitimagy of ſucceſſors, know 
that the Revolution /ſtands upon a higher 
and nobler baſis than the reje &t1on of a ſup- 
polititious child; it had the dignity and fal- 
vation of the country for its foundation. 

The Lord hat 
us, whereof we are glad.“ Great things, and 
in a great way! With the joy of gratitude, 
and of religion we now commemorate, the 
man raiſed up on high; raiſed up in righte- 
ouſneſs ; the anointed of the God of Iſrael; 
orda ined to perform all his pleaſure; to 
undo the heavy burthen, and break every 
yoke ! We will hail the ſtar that ſhone upon 
his natal hour; and will connect his glory, 
and his birth, in our triumphant celebra- 
tions. f 


done great things for 


Seneca, ſpeaking of one of the Roman ty- 
rants, ſays Nature ſeemed to have brought 
him forth, to ſhew the dreadful combination 


of great vices, and high ſtation.“ For 


* Videtur natura edidiſſe ut oſlenderet quid ſumma 
in ſumma fortuna poſſent. 
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— 40 J 
this cauſe,” ſaid Almighty God, of another, 
and more antient tyrant, have I raiſed thee 
up, that I might ſhew my power in thee ! 
In the arbitrary cruelties, and hateful wick- 


edneſſes of James, aggravated by the aſſumed 


face of juſtice and law, God ſeems to have 
made a repetition of the dreadful experi- 


ment: to have ſuffered the throne of ini- 


quity to be erected for a time, that he might 


be ſeen to renounce fellowſhip with it for 


ever: and evince his watchful obſervance, 
and eternal juſtice, in its perpetual over- 
throw: and allo, that in thoſe days of ven- 
geance, which he ſo mercifully ſhortened; 
men, ſeeing what men could do, might be 


careful, how they ſold, or deſpiſed their 
birth- right: and that wicked men might 
through fear, if from no better principle, 


keep themſelves from iniquities and exceſſes, 
which brand with ſuch everlaſting ſhame and 
odium. We may fay of all tyrants, as Se- 


neca, of him, whoſe exiſtence he ſo ac- 


counted for, that * under them, it may be 


reckoned a work of mercy to be ſlam. * | 


* Res humanas ſub illo in illum ſtatum decidiſſe ut in- 
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Though the hiſtory of empires, has been 


july called, an hiſtory of the miſeries of 


mankind; and though a reverence and love 


of the intereſts of humanity, would incline 


us to wiſh, that the worſe than brutal enor- 


mities, of James and Jefferies, had either 
never been penned, or long ſince eraſed from 


all records, yet It may perhaps be prudent 


and ſalutary to over- rale our feelings on this 
article; and to agree with a certain writer,“ 
in thinking it expedient, 20 know all things of 


P iuces, for the inſtruction and warning of 


the world. The lafety and happineſs of 


mankind ſtands not ſo much in what they 


can do, as in what they cannot do; and 
amidſt the conſuſions and miſchiefs which 
they introduce, we ſhould take courage, in 


the recollection, of their bounded capacities, 


reſtrained powers, and tranſitory lives. 


Ot the works and ways of God, con- 


aucted, above all the thoughts, and brought 


to iſſue, againſt all the deſigns and efforts 
ol man, this nation has had wonderſul ex pe- 
rence, and, we will remember the years of 


* Aurelius Victor. 


i | 5 the 


— 
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48] „ 
the right hand of the Moſt High : we will 
ſing and praiſe his power: we will meditate 
on his works of old; we will talk of all his 
Gomgs.' 

The eighty-eighth year of the ſixteenth 
century was glorioufly diltinguiſhed by the 
defeat and deſtruction of what was called 


the 7vmcble armada of Spain: ill-choſen, 
and ill-fated name! like ſome other names 


of ſimilar import in later times. The prey 


was counted on as ſure; and the only buſi- 


neſs was to torment it: ſo Metellus, in con- 
fidence of victory, though in an expedition 


acknowledgedly dictated by ambition and re- 


venge, had his ſhips better furmthed with 


chains than arms.“ But God ſitteth king 
upon the floods; and as he ruleth the ragings 


of the ſea, ſo allo the ſtrivings of the people 
upon it. He blew with his wind and ſcat- 


2 


tered them: and having cauſed part of this 
tremendous armament to fink like lead in 
the mighty waters, did, as if to make man 
partaker of his glory, give up the reſt to 


capture, burning, and diſperſion. 


Acco ut plures Catenas in navibus, quam arma por— 
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The correſpondent year in the ſeventeenth 
century, was made to boaſt of the deliverance 
we now celebrate. 


And ſeventeen hundred and eighty- eight 


bs not without its diſtinttions for the liberty 
and happineſs of this nation, and of the 


world at large, ſo far as connected with it. 
What, though no armies have been van- 


quiſhed in the bloody field; no hoſtile fleets 


captured, or deſtroyed ; no horrid conſpi- 
racies diſcovered or puniſhed ; yet, in that 
knowledge that can never be loſt, that ſpirit 


of liberty which can never be ſubdued, thoſe 


comprehenſive views of religion, and govern- 
ment, which can never be narrowed or ex- 
changed; in all theſe things, which ſo con- 
ſpicuoully, and happily diſtinguiſh and adorn 
the preſent day, we have a greater and more 


permanent ſecurity for the continuance, in- 


creale, and immortality, of our national li- 
berty and glory, than any occaſional favour- 
able interpoſitions of divine Providence 
could prove. Theſe are ſpiritual weapons, 


indeed, but they are mighty through God: 


he has put them into our hands, and if we 


Wil 


retain them, he will proſper their ule. 
dom, 


i 


L 


dom, and underſtanding, and LARGENEss 


OF HEART, * the ſelected bleſſings for the 
favoured ſovereign of Iſrael, are common 
endowments, in this enlightened age, and 


happy ifle; they come, like every other 


good and perfect gift, from the Father of 
Lights ; and he means that by their uſe, and 
influence, we ſhould be workers together 
with him, for the preſervation, and improve- 
ment, of that happy eſtate, which was firſt 


ſettled by the more extraordinary agency of 


his providence. God, who commanded the 
light to ſhine out of darkneſs, hath ſhined 
into our hearts ; and the ſtrength and bright- 


nels of the ray, ſhall conſume every man of 


ignorance and fin ; unravel the myſteries of 
iniquity ; and take away every thing that 
would Jet, or hinder the general 1mprove- 
ment and felicity of the world. We will, 


as I before ſaid, acknowledge God for the 


author and giver of this illumination, ſpirit, 
and greatneſs of mind; and of all the good 
that is done under their direction and in- 
fluence, as much as of what has come to 


* x1 Kings iv. 29. 
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E 
pals with leſs viſible inſtrumentality of ours; 
diſcerning, and owning him, in the ſmall 
ſtill voice, as much as in the whirlwind or 
the fire.“ 


The progreſſive ſtate of liberty in the 


world, and of all the bleſſings comprehended 
in it, gives pleaſure and rapture to every 
benevolent and generous man. France 
ſpeaks the language of England. Civil ty- 
ranny 1s hated. Eccleſiaſtical tyranny is 
deſpiſed. Religious houſes, as they are 
called, and once were thought, are broken 
up. The kings of the earth reſume the 
power which they ſeemed to agree in giving 
to the beaſt ; and the kingdoms of this world 
are becoming the kingdom of the Lord and 
of his Chriſt ! 


Ye that rule over men, let this kingdom 


come ! Welcome its approach, and aid its 


ellabliſhment: and in the proſperity of man- 
kind, ſeek your own proſperity ! To you is 
given power to continue, or to take peace 
from the earth; to add to all the neceſſary 
evils and miſeries of this world; or, to pre- 


ſerve it in ſuch a ſecure and comfortable 
liate, as to make it the ſuitable habitation of 


; | creatures 


3 


— — — ů — ve 


E 
creatures on their way to another and a 
nobler exiſtence! With you it reſts to be 
unfaithful ſtewards in God's houſehold ; ra- In 


pacious vice-roys in his kingdom ; or, nurſing Yn 


1 . fathers to his children: be tender of, be faith- th 
= - | ful unto, the valuable, and unalienable in- ö Pe 
1 tereſts of men ! With that empire, which an ; 
If infallible word makes no more than a gar- de 
i ment, which you mult lay aſide at death, . ol 
1 and may be diſarrayed of ſooner, exhibit N br 
1 thoſe royal virtues which are never to be | ih 
| '! laid afide ; wiſdom and juſtice, and fide- Y 
4 lity, and mercy! Theſe make that inner 1 ® 
14 man, that is not corruptible; that divine | he 
41; nature, that liveth and abideth for ever! J 
| { | Here 1s that true royalty, which all external ch 
Ft appendages ought to beſpeak ! I ig great- br 
Vi nefs of fort atone that never grows old P* With- 1 
1 4 out the virtues of royalty, you will in your 
ö 10 higheſt eſtate, be but * as a potſherd covered al 
Trl with ſilver droſs; but with them * all. glo- I} 
an 


rious within, and all honourable without! 
I put on righteouſneſs and it clothed me; YO ”' 


my judgement was as a robe and a diadem: 5 
: | Vc 
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when the ear heard me, it bleſſed me; and 
when the eye ſaw me, it gave witnels unto 
me : the princes refrained talking, and the 
nobles held their peace! Theſe are virtues 
that guard and conſecrate; that keep the 


poſſeſſor ſafe, and make him ſacred. 


In the loſty ſtile of Deity, Almighty God 
deſcribes himſelf as laying aſide the dominion 
of the world, and the world itſelf together; 
but ſtill retaining his perfection and glory in 
the righteouſneſs and mercy of his own na- 
wire. ift up your eyes to the heavens, 
and look upon the earth beneath, for the 


heavens ſhall vaniſh away like ſmoke, and the 
carth ſhall wax old like a garment, and they 


that dwell therein ſhall die in like manner: 
but my ſalvation ſhall be for ever, and my 
righteouſneſs ſhall not be aboliſhed.” 

Ye will at a ſhort and uncertain day, lay 
aide that ſmall and contracted dominion. 
which ye hold at the pleaſure of this eternal 
and univerſal Sovereign; in whoſe hand 
your breath 1s, and whoſe all your ways are ; 
make thoſe things which God glories 1n, 
your glory : and then you will adorn empire, 
more than you are adorned, or aggrandized 
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by it: and when you muſt relinquiſh it, 
will find your true greatneſs ſtill remaining 
to you, and your highelt intereſts ecure and 
Entire. 

And at the grand revolution, which is yet 
tuture, which every eye ſhall behold, and 
every man is concerned in, though no man 
knoweth the day nor the hour, when * the 
end cometh ;* and God ſhall deſtroy this vaſt 
ſyſtem which his hand has raiſed ; when he 

nall put down all rule, and all authority and 
power: . hen our iſland, and every iſland, 
ſhall flee away : when the policies of the 
world ſhall diſſolve, monarchies and king- 
doms break up, and crowns and ſceptres lie 
as neglected things: when no king ſhall be 
heard of, but the King eternal, Gord: 
and no kingdom remain but that which can- | 
not be moved : At this lolemn period, when 
there ſhall be diſtreſs of nations with per- 
plexity, and all the tribes of the earth ſhall 
mourn; at this moſt auguſt and tremendous | 
ſcene, which in his times he ſhall ſhew, who is. 
the bleſſed and only potentate, you ſhall 
ſind all ſafe and immortal unto you! You 
ſtall have dominion over death, which | 
now 
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all be 
ortal ; | 
h can- | 
when 
per- 
| ſhall | 


ndous 


who 18 4 
| ſhall | 

You } 
which | 
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now damps your hearts in the midſt of all 
the ſplendors which 1t will ſhortly termi- 


nate! You ſhall forget your own king- 


doms, in the majeſty, righteouſneſs, and 


mercy of God's everlaſting kingdom !— 
and with more joy and triumph than you 


have ever worn them, ſhall caſt down all 
your honours at his feet, who liveth and 
reigneth for ever; who is the infinite ALL 
IN ALL, and in whole favour is life! 


We will reverence this eternal and ſove- 
reign God ! We will take confidence in his 
government, and ſet our hope in his word: 
and will not leave his houſe, but with the 


moſt unreſerved aſcriptions, of wiſdom, and 
ſtrength, and honour, and riches, and might, 


and majeſty, and dominion, and bleſſing! 
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By the SAME AUTHOR. 


RIENDSHIP with God; an Eſſay on its Nature, Ex- 
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The final Appearing of Jeſus Chriſt, and the Bleſſed- 
neſs of that Hope. A Sermon at leaving the Society in 
Croſby-Square. 


The Neceſlity of Conſideration, and ſome important 
Articles to which it ſhould be directed. A Faſt Sermon 
at Peckham. - 


The Memorial of David's Piety, conſidered and im- 
proved. A Sermon preached at St. Thomas's, South. 
wark, for the Benefit of the Charity School in Old 
Gravel-Lane. 
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